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Public Pools
and Splash Pads

Sadly, all public pools and
splash pads in the City of Niagara
Falls, including the Hyde Park
Pool Hyde Park Spray Park, 91st
Street Pool and the Center Court
Pool, are closed for the 2020 sea-
son. The same goes for North
Tonawanda, where the Memorial
Pool and the Raindrop Spray Pool
will remain inactive this summer.

However, the splash pads at
the county-owned Oppenheim
and Krull parks opened at the
end of June. Both splash pads are
opened daily, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Additionally, in the Town of
Tonawanda, the splash pads at
Curtis, Ellwood, Kenilworth and
Thurston Parks are open for use
according to the town website.
The sprinkler can be turned on
by pushing a button on the side
of the building. The website also
cautions that facilities will not be
staffed, and residents are advised
to use them at their own risk. The
Tonawanda splash parks are open
every day, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Be advised that while the Lin-
coln Park big pool and wading
pool will be open this season in

Stay safe, have fun in the sun

Tonawanda, these facilities are
only accessible to Village of Ken-
more and Town of Tonawanda
residents. A “Resident Access
Card” will be required to enter.
*Fort Niagara

Some good news, the pool at
Fort Niagara State Park is open,
albeit with some COVID-19 relat-
ed guidelines and changes. The
poolis at reduced capacity and re-
entry is not guaranteed when the
pool is at capacity. Last entry is at
5:30 p.m.

Local Lakes and Rivers

Wouldn’t it be great if we had
some sort of eons-old, naturally
occurring aquatic resource near-
by? Oh wait, we do! A couple in
fact. There are plenty of activities
along the Niagara River and Lake
Ontario.

eLocal Beaches

Unfortunately, lake swimming
at Krull County Park beach in
Olcott remains closed for the
season due to unsafe lake and
beach conditions. However, resi-
dents might want to pack up their
bathing suits and head on over to
Grand Island. Beaches at Beaver
Island State Park are open.

eKayak launches
Swimming isn’t the only way to

have fun and stay cool on the wa-
ter. Western New York is home to
a number of perfect spots to take
the canoe out for a paddle. Head
on up to Lewiston and launch
your sKkiff at the Lewiston boat
launch site (don’t forget to stop
by the Silo for an ice cream cone!)
and paddle on down to Fort Niag-
ara in Youngstown. It’s a two-hour
trip, so families can make a day of
it.

If youre in Niagara Falls,
check out the Griffon Park kayak
launch, or simply go for an easy
cruise in the water at Hyde Park.

North Tonawanda residents
have plenty of options, too, in-
cluding the Niagara and Sweeney
streets kayak launch and fishing
dock, and the NT kayak launch fa-
cilities at the Botanical Gardens.

For more kayak and boat
launch sites, visit https://www.
dec.ny.gov/outdoor/23883.html

*Niagara Falls/Niagara River

What better way to cool down
than the misty spray from one of
the natural wonders of the world?
Plenty of amenities are now open
with various safety precautions in
place at Niagara Falls State Park.

One can visit the Cave of the
Winds and cool down beneath the

IN THE NEWS

75,000 gallons of water that cas-
cades over the falls every second.

Don’t like stairs? Hop on one
the Maid of the Mist’s brand-new-
zero-emission, all-electric vessels
and get an up close look at the
falls.

If speed is more your thing,
head down river just a bit further
for the ride of your life. Jet boat
rides can be had at Whirlpool Jet
Boat Tours in Lewiston.

Safety

However you choose to beat
the heat this summer, remember
to be safe. In a statement released
in June, Niagara County Public
Health Director Daniel J. Staple-
ton, whose department has been
offering guidance to the county
and local governments, offered
words of advice about how to stay
safe while using these types of fa-
cilities.

“We want to encourage parents
and their children to be active
and get outside, but the fact is
use of playgrounds, splash pads
and pools can increase the risk
of contracting COVID-19. ... That
doesn’t mean you need to stay
home, but rather be smart and
take the necessary preventive
measures if you do go to these

places,” Stapleton said.

He noted the usual COVID-19
tips are still the best ways to pro-
tect one’s family and reduce risk,
including:

\ Stay 6 feet away from people
who don’t live with you, both in
and out of the water. If you can-
not stay 6 feet from individuals
outside of your household of fam-
ily unit, and are not in the water,
wear a face covering.

y For health and safety con-
cerns, face coverings should not
be worn by children under age 2,
anyone who has trouble breath-
ing, or anyone in the water.

V Wash your hands often with
soap and water for at least 20 sec-
onds or use hand sanitizer with at
least 60% alcohol.

\ Avoid sharing items with oth-
er people (for example goggles,
toys, towels, drinks, etc.)

y Cover your coughs and sneez-
es with a tissue or your elbow,
throw the tissue in the trash and
wash your hands.

\ Stay home if you do not feel
well, have tested positive for CO-
VID-19, or were exposed to some-
one with COVID-19 in the past 14
days.

New ‘Take Me Out to
the Ball Game’ exhibit

at History Center
of Niagara

The History Center of Niagara
has a brand-new exhibit on dis-
play on the first floor of its Out-
water Building, 215 Niagara St.,

Lockport. Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Saturday, this
exhibition, “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game,” shows the rich his-
tory of baseball and the PONY
League (Pennsylvania, Ontario
and New York) all throughout Ni-
agara County.

This exhibit was inspired by
a generous donation by Bruce
Brandl, featuring a photo of the
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The Lockport Cubs at the Sampson
Naval Training Center. (Photo by
Cecilia B. Netcher, courtesy of Bruce
Brand|, provided by the History
Center of Niagara)

Lockport Cubs at the Sampson
Naval Training Center original-
ly taken by his aunt, Cecilia B.
Netcher. With such close ties to
professional, semipro, and com-
munity-driven baseball leagues,
one might even notice a relative
or two as they peruse the display.
This exhibit features unique pho-
tographs and sports memorabilia.

Guests can find out how the na-
tional PONY League came to be
and the people that made it hap-
pen, while learning how this na-
tional baseball league shaped car-
riers and changed the lives of so
many. For more information, call
7434-7433 or email info@niagara-
history.org.

A press release noted, “We will
continue to practice health and
safety measures on a regular ba-
sis. Our visitors must also wear

face masks in accordance with
mandated New York state execu-
tive law. Only the first floor of the
Outwater Building is open to the
public at this time. This does not
include the other historical sites
located at 215 Niagara St. Thank
you for your patience as we con-
tinue to move into the next phase.
We can’t wait to see you all again
soon.”
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Expert Bariatric and Surgical
Care...Close to Home

Award-winning, compassionate surgeons

Dr. Vikram Vattipally and Dr. Bala Thatigotla
specialize in bariatric, gastroenterology, advanced
laparoscopic and robotic surgeries, as well as
advanced endoscopy procedures.

Their goal: improving the health and well-being
of patients in Niagara County, with easy

access close to home.

To schedule an appointment, call

(716) 893-0333

' Dr. Vikram Vattipally

Dr. Bala Thatigotla

) Trinity Medical WNY

5320 Military Road, Lewiston | 2625 Harlem Road, Cheektowaga
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